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Russian National Orchestra Returns with Two Acclaimed Programs 
SAN LUIS OBISPO -- Established at the front rank of world 
ensembles, the 100+ member Russian National Orchestra triumphantly 
returns to San Luis Obispo with two distinctive repertoire to be 
performed on August 17 and August 18, 2002 at the Christopher Cohan Center. 
Now in its 12th season and marked by enthusiastic critical acclaim, 
award-winning recordings, and sold out concerts in Russia and on 
international tours, RNO is presented as part of Cal Poly Arts' 
successful Center Stage summer series. 
After the success of the RNO's Moscow debut in 1990, the group was in 
immediate demand throughout the music world and became the first Russian 
orchestra to play at the Vatican and to tour Israel. 
RNO is Russia's first orchestra since 1917 to be free of government 
control; it is supported entirely by private funding and governed by a 
distinguished multinational Board of Trustees.  Called "a major miracle" 
by Time Out New York magazine and classical music's "feel-good story of 
the decade" by International Arts Manager, London's Evening Standard 
also reported that "(RNO) played with such captivating beauty that the 
audience gave an involuntary sigh of pleasure." 
On Saturday, August 17 at 8 p.m., Carlo Ponti, Jr. - hailed as one of 
the exceptional young conductors emerging on the international scene --
directs a program featuring George Gershwin's "Rhapsody in Blue" with 
soloist Vladislav Lavrik. Tchaikovsky's "Capriccio Italien, Op. 45," and 
Mussorgsky's "Pictures at an Exhibition," with orchestration by Ravel.
The Diplomat called Ponti's conducting "inspiring," while the Los 
Angeles Times noted that Orchestra principals give Ponti "passages of 
real glory." 
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Tickets for the Center Stage August 17 evening performance range from 
$42 to $54. 
At 3 p.m. on Sunday, August 18, Morro Bay native and award-winning 
conductor Kent Nagano leads an afternoon family concert that includes 
the Dukas symphony, "Sorcerer's Apprentice," and excerpts from 
Stravinsky's "The Firebird."
And at the center of the family show will be Prokokiev's "Peter and the 
Wolf" and a new musical score with narration commissioned by RNO 
entitled, "The Wolf and Peter," which continues the classic tale. 
Developed under the artistic direction of Mr. Nagano, "The Wolf and 
Peter" features a score by Jean-Pascal Beintus and text by Walt Kraemer 
and Martha Bredon. 
SPECIAL NOTE:  Cal Poly Arts has received funding from event sponsors 
Jim and Joan Sargen and Sheila and Yosef Tiber to provide free tickets 
to children ages 18 and under (with purchase of at least one adult 
ticket) for the family matinee performance on August 18 only.
August 18 concert patrons who have already purchased children's tickets 
will be notified by mail and offered refunds for those child tickets. 
Tickets for the August 18 afternoon family concert range from $42 and 
$54 for general public, $18 to $26 for adult students, and a limit of 
six free children's tickets with every full-priced adult ticket purchased. 
All tickets may be purchased at Performing Arts Ticket Office, 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. weekdays and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturdays.  To order by phone, 
call 805/SLO-ARTS (756-2787); to order by fax: (805) 756-6088. 
Sponsoring Partners for these performances are Jim and Joan Sargen and 
Sheila and Yosef Tiber.  Program Partners are Harry and Nancy Batrum and 
KVEC 920 News Talk Radio.  Tour sponsors:  The Grove Street Winery. 
For audio and video samples of Cal Poly Arts events, visit www.calpolyarts.org. 
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